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such as the one offered by the President, that
punishes parent care and encourages govern-
ment controlled institutionalized care does not
strengthen the family. Rather, it weakens fami-
lies while increasing the role of Washington
bureaucrats in the lives of our children.
f

INTRODUCTION OF HOME CARE
LEGISLATION

HON. MERRILL COOK
OF UTAH

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
join my colleague from Massachusetts, Con-
gressman MCGOVERN as an original cospon-
sor of legislation to address some serious
problems caused by certain provisions in-
cluded in the Balanced Budget Act.

There were several provisions included in
the Act intended to address alleged Medicare
waste and fraud occurring in the home care
industry. However, some of these provisions
are causing a great deal of hardship and
heartbreak for seniors in Utah, Massachusetts,
and across the nation.

Why is this happening?
First, the provisions in the Balanced Budget

Act put the cart before the horse. They have
forced home care providers to cut costs at
least six months before the federal govern-
ment tells the providers how much they have
to cut.

Second, the provisions create a Rube Gold-
berg system where home care providers are
rewarded or punished depending on what kind
of fiscal year they use. I would need a one
hour special order to try to explain this one.

The bill that Congressman MCGOVERN and
I are introducing will address these problems.
I urge my colleagues to join as cosponsors of
this legislation.
f

TRIBUTE TO CHIEF A. LEROY
WARD

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the late Mr. A. Leroy Ward, the
former police chief of Neptune Township, NJ,
who passed away earlier this week at the age
of 83.

Mr. Ward served 35 years on the Neptune
police force, beginning as a patrolman in 1944
and rising through the ranks of sergeant, lieu-
tenant and captain before appointed chief on
February 1, 1964. He retired in 1979. A loving
husband and father, he is survived by his wife
of 61 years, Dorothea, two sons, two daugh-
ters, 10 grandchildren and five great-grand-
children. His son James A. Ward currently
serves as the Neptune Township Police Chief.

Mr. Ward was born in Newark, NJ, and lived
for more than 50 years in the Ocean Grove
area of Neptune. He was past president of the
Monmouth County Chiefs of Police Associa-
tion and a member of the New Jersey Inter-
national Chiefs of Police Association. He was
a member of St. Paul’s United Methodist
Church in Ocean Grove, the Wall-Spring Lake

Lodge 73 of the Free and Accepted Masons,
the Washington Fire Company 1 of Ocean
Grove and the New Jersey Exempt Firemen’s
Association.

The obituary for Mr. Ward that was pub-
lished in the Asbury Park Press of New Jersey
quoted political and law enforcement leaders
praising the former chief for his consummate
professionalism. Mr. Ward served during a
time of explosive growth in Neptune Township,
and he responded very well to the challenges
and opportunities posed by these changes. He
reached out to all parts of the community,
from young people to senior citizens, and fos-
tered a strong sense of respect between the
police and the community.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to
this great public servant and fine man, Chief
A. Leroy Ward. I extend my condolences to
his family, and hope that the many tributes
pouring in for Mr. Ward will be a source of
comfort to them.
f

‘‘REDUCE THE FEDERAL DEBT,
ENHANCE THE LINE ITEM VETO’’

HON. CHRISTOPHER JOHN
OF LOUISIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. JOHN. Mr. Speaker, about a year ago,
I stood on this floor for the first time as a
Member of Congress and spoke in support of
the balanced budget agreement. In my com-
ments, I praised all those who worked dili-
gently to secure our Nation’s immediate future
by tackling the deficit. However, I also recog-
nized that another, more ominous problem
awaited us on the horizon; and that problem
could only be addressed once we got a han-
dle on our deficit. That problem, Mr. Speaker,
is our national debt.

We all know the numbers—the federal debt
now stands at over $5.3 trillion, which
amounts to roughly $20,000 for every man,
woman, and child in the country. According to
the President’s budget, we must allocate
roughly 14 percent of our budget this year
simply to pay the net interest on the debt.

Mr. Speaker, I know all of you share my en-
thusiasm over the continued expansion of the
economy and the economic forecasts predict-
ing a balanced budget as early as fiscal year
1999. In addition, we are all aware of the de-
bate currently being waged with respect to
what our priorities should be if we experience
a budget surplus; however, now is not the
time to abandon our fiscal belt-tightening.
Rather, the tools we now have in place to
ward against pork-barrel spending need to be
preserved and enhanced.

An example of this is the President’s line
item veto authority. As you recall, the impetus
behind the line item veto was, in part, to ward
against wasteful spending—a concern that I
believe is paramount regardless of whether a
budget deficit or surplus exists. Mr. Speaker,
it is with this particular concern in mind that I
come to the floor today. For without legislative
action, the Line Item Veto Act of 1996 and the
fiscal responsibility if represents will be endan-
gered due to a technicality.

Under current law, the President may enroll
this authority only in the event of a budget def-
icit. Regardless of our opinion over how the
President recently used this authority, if we

support the ideal behind the legislation, we
must remain vigilant against wasteful spending
and provide this continued authority in the
event of a budget surplus.

Today, I dropped a bill to remedy this prob-
lem and I urge my colleagues’ serious consid-
eration and support in moving his fiscally pru-
dent legislation forward.

Mr. Speaker, my proposal would preserve
the continuation of the line item veto by add-
ing language to the Act clarifying its applicabil-
ity during a budget surplus and directly the
savings to be used to reduce the national
debt. This not only provides clear congres-
sional intent, but also strengthens the constitu-
tionality of the Act by limiting the delegation of
authority between the Legislative and Execu-
tive branches to times of a deficit or a surplus.

Again, I believe that this is a great, fiscally
responsible issue for all in Congress to cham-
pion during the 2d session and I welcome
your comments and cosponsorship. Please
join me in supporting this legislation.
f

PUERTO RICO POLITICAL STATUS
ACT

HON. CARLOS A. ROMERO-BARCELÓ
OF PUERTO RICO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. ROMERO-BARCELÓ. Mr. Speaker,
three days from today, one hundred years
ago, history was made. On the night of Feb-
ruary 15, 1898 at exactly 9:40 p.m. the United
States battleship USS Maine exploded in
Cuba’s Havana Harbor.

To this day the cause of the explosion,
which killed 266 naval officers and crewmen,
remains a mystery. Yet despite the unknown
source of the attack, it was the spark that
fueled the Spanish American War in 1898.

A war that Americans proudly entered as a
crusade to free Cuba from Spanish rule.

A war that also liberated Puerto Rico from
Spanish rule, but turned Puerto Rico into a
U.S. territory.

We have now been a territory of the United
States for 100 years and disenfranchised U.S.
citizens for 81 years. But a century has
passed us by and we remain disenfranchised
and a colony, at a time when colonies are not
only unfashionable but embarrassing to a Na-
tion that preaches democracy throughout the
world and calls for a plebiscite in Cuba.

Puerto Ricans are part of the great Amer-
ican family. Puerto Ricans are United States
citizens who have proudly fought in numerous
conflicts for our Nation. They have shed their
blood and they have defended democracy like
any other soldier living in the 50 states.

The U.S. citizens of Puerto Rico deserve
much more than the continued postponements
for consideration of their case. Congress has
procrastinated our political dilemma for too
long. The Legislature of Puerto Rico has en-
acted joint resolutions which it has sent to
three consecutive Congresses, the 103rd, the
104th, the 105th—asking for Congress to take
the necessary steps to resolve the Puerto
Rico political status. This Congress, the 105th
Congress, has the authority and the moral re-
sponsibility to approve H.R. 856—the US-
Puerto Rico Political Status Act, a bill for self-
determination—a bill which will pave the road
to enfranchisement and equality.
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THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT

HON. WALTER B. JONES
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I stand here today
with one simple question for the FCC.

Where is the telecommunications competi-
tion that Congress promised the American
people two years ago?

Did the dog eat it? Is it in the mail?
Congress spend years crafting a well-bal-

anced compromise that became the Tele-
communications Act of 1996.

It needed only a light touch from regulators
to steer it to a safe harbor, bringing much-
needed competition to cable, long distance
and local markets.

Instead, the Washington bureaucrats
churned out unnecessary and unintended reg-
ulations.

These regulations, subsequent court cases
and the steadfast quarantine of the Baby Bells
has actually delayed competition by creating
confusion and uncertainty.

Congress’ intention was to simplify this in-
dustry. Unfortunately, this commonsense phi-
losophy seems lost on the FCC.

So, Mr. Speaker, I renew my question for
the FCC.

Where is the competition that Congress
promised the American people?

Did the dog eat it? Is it in the mail?
Or has the FCC frittered it away with detail?
f

TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT
ANNIVERSARY

HON. CHARLES H. TAYLOR
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina. It would
give me great pleasure to be able to stand be-
fore the American people today and cheer the
second anniversary of the signing of the Tele-
communications Act of 1996.

Unfortunately, there is nothing to cheer
about. The sound that American consumers
hear is the sound of a busy signal.

In the two years since the Telecommuni-
cations Act was signed into law, the American
people have been promised a new era of
competition and lower phone rates. Well ladies
and gentlemen, the American people are still
on hold.

Instead of receiving lower phone rates, they
have received thousands of pages of new reg-
ulations and they have witnessed jurisdictional
squabbles and federal court appeals. They
have gotten the stingy judgment of regulators
and bureaucrats instead of the prosperous
judgment of the marketplace. This is not what
Congress intended when we passed this legis-
lation.

Mr. Speaker, on this important anniversary,
I call on the Federal Communications Com-
mission to loosen the shackles on tele-
communications competition.

It is time for the Federal Communications
Commission to trade in its approach of con-
frontation and punishment, for one that cele-
brates cooperation and competition.

Let us unleash the markets and allow hard-
working, tax-paying American people to re-

ceive the benefits of the new era of competi-
tion they were promised by Congress and the
President.

Come on FCC, drop a dime and reach out
and touch the American people.
f

CALLING FOR U.S. SUPPORT FOR
TAIWAN’S REPRESENTATION IN
THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZA-
TION

HON. SHERROD BROWN
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce a resolution calling for Tai-
wan’s representation in the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) and U.S. support for such a
bid. As the ranking member on the House
Subcommittee on Health and Environment, I
am pleased that several of my colleagues
from both sides of the aisle have joined me in
this important endeavor, for health knows no
boundaries and this issue is one that should
unite rather than divide us.

Sick children feel the same pain and shed
the same tears, whether they live in Taipei,
Los Angeles, Milan, or Nairobi. The stated and
noble aim of the WHO is to help achieve the
highest possible level of health for all peoples,
but the 21 million people of Taiwan are cur-
rently barred from accessing the latest medical
knowledge and techniques which the WHO
could provide. Moreover, Taiwan cannot con-
tribute its own substantial health resources
and expertise to furthering the goals of the
WHO, as it did prior to 1972.

Quite simply, as increased international
trade and travel leads to a greater potential for
the cross-border spread of infectious diseases,
the case for Taiwan’s participation in the WHO
grows stronger every day. Taiwan and its chil-
dren have much to gain from the WHO, as
does the WHO from Taiwan. This issue is
principally a matter of the basic human right to
good health, and I encourage all my col-
leagues to support this resolution.
f

IN HONOR OF MELVIN E. KAMEN:
AN INVENTOR OF THE YEAR
NEW JERSEY INVENTORS HALL
OF FAME

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to an outstanding scientist, Mr.
Melvin E. Kamen, who will be honored as an
‘‘Inventor of the Year’’ by the New Jersey In-
ventors Hall of Fame at their 10th Annual
Awards Banquet on Thursday, February 12,
1998, at the William Hazell Center at the New
Jersey Institute of Technology in Newark, NJ.

Mr. Kamen, Chief Research Scientist for
Revlon, has been with the company for 28
years. Prior to his association with Revlon, Mr.
Kamen was the president and chief chemist of
New Jersey-based Kamco Chemical Indus-
tries. he is recognized for his work in develop-
ing ENVIROGLUV, a revolutionary new glass
decorating technology. He holds memberships

in several professional organizations, including
the American Institute of Chemists and Amer-
ican Oil Chemist Society, as well as the New
York Academy of Science and the Society of
Glass and Ceramic Decorators.

Mr. Kamen, a resident of Highlands, NJ, is
Senior Vice President of Advanced Tech-
nology at the Revlon Research Center in Edi-
son. Mr. Kamen spent 10 years developing
and refining the ENVIROGLUV process. This
process eliminates any heavy metals, solvents
and volatile organic compounds from the glass
decorating process. ENVIROGLUV provides
both an economic and environmentally sound
alternative that is superior to conventional
glass decorating methods. This technology is
touted as one of the biggest breakthroughs in
the glass decorating business in 100 years.

Revlon Technologies is the technology li-
censing division of Revlon, Inc., a worldwide
leader in the development and marketing of
cosmetics, skin care, fragrance, personal care
and professional products. The division’s first
product is ENVIROGLUV which uses patented
and proprietary inks in a glass decorating
technology based on ultraviolet light rather
than old-fashion heat curing ovens. The proc-
ess offers superior color, greater speed and
flexibility, reduced manufacturing costs and
environmental benefits.

It is an honor to recognize Mr. Melvin E.
Kamen for his outstanding accomplishments. I
am certain that my colleagues will join me in
paying tribute to this remarkable gentleman.
f

DAYCARE FAIRNESS FOR STAY-
AT-HOME PARENTS

SPEECH OF

HON. FRANK R. WOLF
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 1998
Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of

House Concurrent Resolution 202, the Equi-
table Child Care Resolution. There’s been a
lot of talk about child care over the last few
months, and I think that’s good. It’s good that
we’re talking about this subject. But my ques-
tion is, is it fair and right to give tax credits
only to those parents who use paid day care
for their children? What about those who have
made the decision to either be home with their
kids, or who have their relatives caring for
their children?

There are a lot of different child care pro-
posals on the table right now, and there will
probably be more to come. The administration
has laid out its child care proposal. But there
is something that all of these proposals have
in common: They are all trying to help fami-
lies, but only those families who use commer-
cial day care. But what I would like to see is
fairness for the families who don’t fall under
that category.

The fact is, at-home care of children is not
just a thing of the past in some ‘‘Leave It To
Beaver’’ world. The majority of families with
preschool-aged kids are either caring for the
children themselves or are having relatives
take care of the kids. Some of these parents
are working part-time, or working in ‘‘tag-
team’’ shifts so they can both have time with
their kids and avoid having to pay for some-
one else to care for them. Some of them have
grandma or grandpa taking care of their chil-
dren, or an aunt or uncle.
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